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Digital Opportunities Programs:
§ Improve Digital Opportunity/Reduce the Digital Divide
§ Enhance Care Coordination using Digital Tools

Child Welfare-Focused Initiatives:

Ventura County Foster Health Link

Health Shack Demonstration

CHHS Audacious Goal (Integrated PHR Strategic Plan)

County e-Initiatives Community of Practice

Los Angeles LANES/Child Welfare Initiative

CWS-NS Stakeholder Workgroup

Foster Care Hackathons

The Children’s 
Partnership 
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What is a foster care hackathon?
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Major Foster Care Hackathons
• White House Foster Care & 
Technology Hackathon (May 2016)

• New York City Foster Care 
Technology and Policy Hackathon 
(Dec. 2016)

• Silicon Valley Hack Foster Care 
Summit (Feb. 2017)

• Hack Foster Care Los Angeles (April 
2017)
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Duo an quas fierentWhite House

§ Inspired the hackathons that 
followed.

§ Fueled a digital opportunity 
movement.

§ Released new CCWIS rules.

§ Some specific Hacks were begun –
then shared a year later at the LA 
hackathon.

• CoLab Resource Hub

• Sensay “Foster Tribe”

§ Novum putant contentiones. Ea duo 
alii eius ceteros, essent regione
albucius at pri, ex velit omnes eum. 
Mel no semper everti

§ Duo an quas fierent
consequunturmel delicata dignissim
delicatissimi. Sumo accusamus

§ Aenean lacinia bibendum nulla sed

Results
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Los Angeles•  Real energy for change
•  Strong new partners
•  Bold ideas

Silicon Valley
§ Computers and tech internships 

§ Santa Clara County DFCS moving 
forward with demonstration project 
focused on goal-setting/independent 
living

§ Some tech hacks in development –
including one focused on foster home 
recruitment/retention

§ Legal Hackathon – Strong consensus 
that more info sharing allowable, 
commitment to making it happen

§ LA County DCFS committed to 
develop some of the concepts 
(visitation and transition planning)

§ Developed open data set for the 
event – and, follow-up project is 
under discussion

§ Deep discussion between LA County 
and CWDS team about how 
county/state technology efforts can 
support one another

What’s come out of the CA hackathons?
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What do hackathons bring to data 
linkage and information sharing?

So…
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Data Analytics 
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Data Management
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Make information available
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Bring in New Information/Partner with Youth
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Connect Care Team/Create Feedback Loop
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§ Leverage hackathons to benefit State 
initiatives 

• CCR

• CWS-NS

§ Share lessons learned as well as 
assets developed

§ Evaluate and improve

§ Incorporate “design thinking” into 
child welfare work going forward

Next Steps
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Further Information:

The Children’s Partnership, Hacking Child Welfare 
in California: Digital Innovation to Benefit Children 
and Youth in Foster Care
http://www.childrenspartnership.org/wp-content/
uploads/2017/04/TCP-CA-Hackathon-Report.pdf

Hackathon information hub:
www.hackfostercare.org
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Contact Information

Beth  Morrow
bmorrow@childrenspartnership.org
(718)  832-6061

The  Children’s  Partnership
811  Wilshire  Blvd.,  Suite  1000
Los  Angeles,  CA  90017
(213)  341-1222
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Questions?


